
Landscape Architect
(in training)
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Photographer



MILITARY
 1999 United States Coast Guard

EDUCATION
 2004 University of Nevada Las Vegas UNLV
 Bachelor of Fine Arts BFA
 
 2012 The Ohio State University OSU
 Master in Landscape Architecture MLA

EMPLOYMENT

TRAJAN PHOTOGRAPHY | California & Utah
 2016 - Current Owner
 http://trajanphotography.com/

CAL POLY POMONA | Los Angeles, CA
 2018 - Current Lecturer
     
RIOS CLEMENTI HALE STUDIOS (RCHS) | LA, CA
 2017 - 2019 Associate Landscape Designer

SWA GROUP | Los Angeles, CA
 2015 - 2017 Associate Landscape Designer

STOUT DESIGN BUILD | Los Angeles, CA
 2013 - 2015 Associate Landscape Designer &
 Resident Photographer

HARMONY GARDENS | Valley Village, CA
 2012 Associate Landscape Designer

Michael Trajan Todoran
Salt Lake City, Utah USA
+1(702) 237-0785
michael.t.todoran@gmail.com
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GERDO P. AQUINO
 CEO of SWA Group DTLA
 gaquino@swagroup.com
 +1(213) 236-9090

NATHANIEL CORMIER
 Managing Landscape Studio Director at RIOS
 nathaniel.cormier@gmail.com
 +1(206) 218-4097

TRENT OKUMURA
 (former) Associate Principal | SWA Group DTLA
 currently at Bright View
 naoshi22@aol.com
 +1(714) 325-4290

ANDREW  WILCOX
Chair, Landscape Architecture,
College of Environmental Design

 California State Polytechnic University, Pomona
 aowilcox@cpp.edu
 +1(562) 412-0112
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Skate Park Design
Lead Designer: Michael Todoran
Project Manager: David Christensen
Location: Business Bay Dubai United Arab Emirates
SWA Group Los Angeles



Michael Trajan Todoran
Los Angeles, California USA
+1(702) 237-0785
michael.t.todoran@gmail.com

MILITARY
1999 United States Coast Guard

• 2 years Heavy Weather Search & Rescue Newport, OR
• 2 years Aids to Navigation Honolulu, HI

EDUCATION
2004 University of Nevada Las Vegas UNLV, Bachelor of Fine Arts BFA
2012 The Ohio State University OSU, Master in Landscape Architecture MLA 

EMPLOYMENT

TRAJAN ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY | Los Angeles, CA & Salt Lake City, UT 
 2017 - Current Owner

• Client Acquisition
• Licensed Drone Pilot

CAL POLY POMONA | Los Angeles, CA
 2018 - Current Lecturer

 S 2022 Design Studio, Plant Ecology & Design II 
 F 2022 Plant Ecology & Design I
 S 2021 Design Studio, Plant Ecology & Design II
 F 2021 Plant Ecology & Design I
 S 2020 Plant Ecology & Design II
 S 2020 Landscape Architecture Through Film-making
 S 2019 Architectural Photography 
 F 2019 Architectural Photography  
 F 2018 Architectural Storytelling
     
RIOS CLEMENTI HALE STUDIOS (RCHS) | LA, CA
 2017 - 2019 Associate Landscape Designer

RESPONSIBILITIES

High End Residential (40 million + properties)
• Schematic, Design Development, Construction Documents, Construction Observation

Coordination
• Weekly on Site Visits with Architects, Interior Designer, Water Feature Consultant, General Contractor, and 

Client Representative. Present our drawings, ideas, to design team and take meeting minutes.

Nursery Visits and Materials Quality Control
• Travel throughout California and Oregon to coordinate with tree brokers to approve quality high dollar 

specimen trees for residential projects. Monitor tree and plant installation
• Supervise 1:1 material mockups, infrastructure mockups, and open line of communication with General Contractors

SWA GROUP | Los Angeles, California USA
2015 - 2017 Associate Landscape Designer

RESPONSIBILITIES

Coordination
• Clearly communicate ideas with Architects, Irrigation Consultants, Clients and internal teams

Planting Plans
• Design Lead: Successfully designed within budget ($800,000.00) planting plan

Illustrative Master Plan
• Worked within teams to graphically represent master plans

Construction Details
• Worked with designers to create new construction details and modify existing construction details

Photography
• Discuss with lead designer the desired elements to present and accentuate
• Shoot in RAW format, choose lenses, ISO, aperture size, and exposure times for highest quality images
• 90% of postproduction of images in Adobe Lightroom / 10% in Adobe Photoshop

STOUT DESIGN BUILD | Los Angeles, California USA
 2013-2015 Associate Landscape Designer & Resident Photographer

RESPONSIBILITIES

Associate Designer
• Drafting site plans, construction details, lighting plans, planting plans, hydrozone & irrigation plans
• Initial Consultation Meetings: Meet with client on site and listen to their needs and offer suggestions, design 

ideas. Follow up with a soft bid and answer any questions or concerns.
• Collaboration Site Surveyors, Architects, and Structural Engineers

Project Management
• Walk foreman through site to discuss scope of work, materials, and time lines
• Prepare take offs of linear & square foot for required demolition and new materials
• Visit site weekly (or when required) during construction process to photograph progress, quality control,     

answer question from contractor and client

Hiring &Training
• Write copy to attract the right new hire
• Review portfolios, check references, and present top 3 candidates to supervisor
• Train associate designers & interns (4 to date) on AutoCad standards utilizing Sheet Set Manager,                

procedures, expectations, quality control, and consistency

Initiatives Taken
• Develop training manual for new hires
• Redline work and review AutoCad practices of new hires
• Design new company office

curriculum vitae curriculum vitae



Construction Details: Michael Todoran
Project Manager: Vicki Li
SWA Group Los Angeles

China



Skate Park Design
Lead Designer: Michael Todoran
Project Manager: David Christensen
Location: Business Bay Dubai United Arab Emirates
SWA Group Los Angeles



Planting Plan & Construction Details: Michael Todoran
Lead Designer: Gerdo Aquino
Project Manager: Chris Hall
Culver City, CA



Planting Plan & Construction Details: Michael Todoran
Lead Designer: Gerdo Aquino

Project Manager: Chris Hall
Downtown Los Angeles, CA



Drafting: Michael Todoran
Lead Designer: Gerdo Aquino

Project Manager: Trent Okumura
SWA Group Los Angeles

Hollywood, CA



Planting Plan  & Construction Details: Michael Todoran
Lead Designer & Project Manager: Woonghee Lee
Sava Promenade at the Belgrade Waterfront
SWA Group Los Angeles
Belgrade, Serbia



Drafting: Michael Todoran
Lead Designer & Project Manager: Jeremy Klevin
Waldorf Astoria and Beverly Hilton
SWA Group Los Angeles
Beverly Hills, CA



Lead Designer: Michael Todoran
Freelance Client

Private Residence
West Los Angeles, CA



Construction Details: Michael Todoran
Lead Designer: Ying-Yu Hung
Project Manager: Trent Okumura
Downtown Los Angeles, CA



Construction Details: Michael Todoran
Lead Designer: Ying-Yu Hung

Project Manager: Trent Okumura
Downtown Los Angeles, CA



Stout Design Build
12405 Venice Blvd #352
Los Angeles, Ca 90066

(310) 876-1018

www.stoutdesignbuild.com

May 6th, 2015

Smith Residence
4149 4th Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90008

Project:

Submittal Date:

Sheet Number:

SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"
0 4' 8' 16'

N

Lead Designer: Michael Todoran
Stout Design Build

Private Residence
Los Angeles, CAPlanting Plan Sheet 1 of 2



Stout Design Build
12405 Venice Blvd #352
Los Angeles, Ca 90066

(310) 876-1018

www.stoutdesignbuild.com

May 6th, 2015

Smith Residence
4149 4th Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90008

Project:

Submittal Date:

Sheet Number:

SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"
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N

Lead Designer: Michael Todoran
Stout Design Build

Private Residence
Los Angeles, CA
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Planting Plan
Lead Designer: Ying-Yu Hung

Project Manager: David Christensen
Lead Planting Designer: Michael Todoran

Sunnyvale, CA. 



Construction Observation: Michael Todoran
Lead Designer: Mark Rios

Beverly Hills, CA



Paving Plan: Michael Todoran
Lead Designer: Ying-Yu Hung

Project Manager: Trent Okumura
Downtown Los Angeles, CA



Construction Detail: Michael Todoran
Stout Design Build

Private Residence
Los Angeles, CA



Construction Details: Michael Todoran
Stout Design Build

Private Residence
Los Angeles, CA
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natural or custom paving materials 
containing various aggregates. Da-
vis Colors provides an online color 
chart that provides SRI values for its 
pigments as well as those of some 
precast concrete manufacturers. 

Having multiple types of Litho-
crete blend within the project, we 
requested a list of potential mixes 
to be tested. Shaw & Sons Concrete 
Contractors, in Costa Mesa, Cali-
fornia, provided test results, which 
helped narrow down our approved 
material list. Because we were un-
able to obtain some test results ow-
ing to various factors, our selection 
of qualifying material was reduced. 
This led us to look into isolating 
paving materials within a multicolor 
pattern. 

In the South Paseo portion of our 
project, our paving pattern did have 
varying band sizes and two di�erent 
materials. However, the materials 
repeated equally within each band, 

and the pass or fail values of the con-
trasting materials were obvious. We 
calculated the entire square footage 
of this area and then divided it by two 
to obtain the passing value.

In the North Paseo portion of our 
project, our paving pattern also had 
varying band sizes, but the pattern 
consisted of four materials. To iden-
tify what percentage was passing, 
we needed to determine when the 
pattern repeated itself, what percent 
of each material was within that pat-
tern, and what the SR value of each 
material was within that pattern. We 
then determined the entire area of 
the North Paseo paving pattern but 
demonstrated only the percentage of 
the passing Sierra White.

Because only a percentage of the ma-
terial can be accounted for, we had to 
determine how much of the isolated 
paver contributes to its pattern and 
subtract that amount from the total. 
The resulting amount was small, but 

when spread across a large space, it 
resulted in an amount that contrib-
uted to our 25 percent goal.

In the submission were drawings, 
the spreadsheet showing computa-
tion of the 25 percent, and the certi-
�ed SRI reports. Also included was 
the diagram with hatches for all of 
the work within our scope, with the 
areas that passed highlighted. In 
the end, we were able to meet the 
requirements and provide support-
ing information. 

We calculate that the process took 
three full days to complete. Coordi-
nation is complex and requires a lot 
of calling suppliers. Suppliers are 
generally amenable to our research 
requests because they, of course, 
hope to make the sale. And the �nal 
project, particularly one of the scope 
we worked on, will not only meet 
the requirement but bring about the 
bene�t of its intent to thwart the 
buildup of solar heat in the city. 

TRENT OKUMURA, ASLA, IS AN ASSOCIATE AND 
FIELD SPECIALIST AT SWA GROUP IN LOS AN-
GELES. MICHAEL TODORAN IS A LANDSCAPE 
DESIGNER AT SWA GROUP, LOS ANGELES, 
AND HOSTS THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
PODCAST.

FOREGROUND / MATERIALS

NORTH PASEO PAVING ENLARGEMENT

TOP LEFT 
Discrete areas, such as 
this enlarged section of 
the North Paseo with a 
planter, are calculated 
individually and 
factored into the total 
area needed to meet 
the goal of 25 percent 
paving with a 0.29 SR 
value or above. 

TOP RIGHT 
An illustrative paving 
plan from the North 
Paseo.

60 / LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE MAGAZINE  JUNE 2017

CO
U

R
TE

SY
 S

W
A

 G
R

O
U

P

by a simple visual test. This ambigu-
ity was ampli�ed with materials that 
had di	erent combinations of inte-
gral colors and a variety of aggregates. 
The next task was to determine which 
paving material within the identi-
�ed exposed space could potentially 
meet or exceed the SR value of 0.29. 
We developed a spreadsheet with all 
paving types inside the hatched ar-
eas. The spreadsheet includes the SR 
values, square foot quantity, material 
type, color, �nish, applicable level, 
location within the level, and man-
ufacturer. The spreadsheet helped 
us visualize the multiple levels as a 
whole and enabled us to understand 
the quantities and percentages we 
were working with.

Without having any test results in 
hand, we made general assump-

tions that the medium to dark color 
paving material would not meet the 
requirements. We focused our atten-
tion on the material most likely to 
meet SRI requirements. The CAL-
Green plan-check process requires 
SRI test result documentation for 
each material contributing to the 25 
percent. Consider having multiple 
paving types to meet your goal, in 
case test results are not available, 
can’t be obtained in a timely fashion, 
or come back with negative results.

Because time was tight for complet-
ing our submission, we called each 
manufacturer to ask which materi-
als on the paving legend they had 
existing SR values for. We entered 
the passing values into our mas-
ter spreadsheet. By talking with the 
product representatives, we learned 

that some materials (such as Raven 
Black granite) would obviously fall 
below a value of 0.29, so it was of 
little use to ask and pay for an SRI 
report for those items. Materials of 
an obviously passing value (such as 
Sierra White granite) allowed us to 
enter into the spreadsheet a passing 
value greater than or equal to 0.29. 
But because the manufacturer did 
not have an existing SRI report and 
we are unable to prove its value, we 
assigned those spreadsheet cells’ 
background a pending color of yel-
low. The materials that were passing 
with documentation we assigned a 
color value of green, and of those 
failing, a value of red.

In general, we have found it easier 
to locate SRI test results for integral 
colored concrete pigments than for 

FOREGROUND / MATERIALS

ABOVE 
Colored areas indicate 
sun-exposed areas at 
the Level 3 podium.

PODIUM L3 SRI & PAVING QUANTIFICATION PLAN

N
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exposed paving. Minimum paving 
square footage required to meet the 
percentage was then derived from 
the quanti�cation process. The dia-
grams included square footage of 
the qualifying paving material being 
used and its associated SR value, 
and were then used to demonstrate 
how we achieved our 25 percent 
throughout multiple levels of out-
door space. 

The search for documented SR 
values for various paving materials 
can be tedious, so it’s important to 
consider lead times for obtaining 
results. Because paving products are 
not all similar in content—with, for 
example, di erent aggregate colors, 
concrete pigments, or finishes—
paving types will require individual 
testing. The initial approach is to 
contact the product supplier to ask 

what testing or documentation is 
available. On the whole, there is very 
little supporting documentation for 
SR value, but the supplier may have 
lab results on �le or be willing to test 
the product and issue the results.

The paving schedule for our down-
town project consisted largely of vary-
ing cool and warm grays. These could 
not be said to have passing SR values 

FOREGROUND / MATERIALS

ABOVE AND BELOW 
Materials testing lab 
report excerpts provide 
SRI values (Figures 1 
and 2); takeo� legend 
(Figure 3) adds up net 
square footage needed 
to meet 25 percent goal. 
Spreadsheet legend 
(Figure 4) guided 
paving composition to 
meet SRI goal of 0.29 
across 25 percent of 
exposed paving.

FIGURE 1: HEMISPHERICAL SPECTRAL REFLECTANCE  
AND TOTAL EMITTANCE TEST REPORT

REFLECTANCE AND SRI

EMITTANCE

FIGURE 2: TESTING AND EVALUATION RESULTS
RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS

The average consists of the first three samples of each batch. The results are listed below:

FIGURE 4

FIGURE 3
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 Designers are challenged by climate 
change as they attempt to miti-

gate urban heat, but among the big-
gest factors are the thermal properties 
of the very building materials they use 
in new developments, not least their 
paving surfaces. The material and col-
or of paving make a critical di�erence  
in either contributing to or neutraliz-
ing heat gain brought by the sun (as do 
roofs, which typically involve simpler, 

monolithic material choices). Darker 
paving creates a hotter microclimate 
but lower glare, and lighter paving 

creates a cooler microclimate and 
higher glare. The sweet spot in 
specifying paving lies in broker-
ing a balance between thermal 
and visual comfort.

The crucial metric is the solar 
re�ectance index, or SRI, which 
tells the ability of a paving ma-
terial to reject solar heat. The 
index, following ASTM stan-
dards, assigns a standard black 
surface a value of zero and a 
standard white surface a value 
of 100. The SITES rating sys-
tem Credit 4.9 requires design-

ers to use paving materials with a 
solar re�ectance (SR) value of 0.33 at 
installation or a “three-year aged SR 
value” of 0.28. It also requires main-
tenance provisions to ensure the sur-
faces are cleaned every two years to 
keep their re�ectivity. The LEED rat-
ing system has similar incentives, as 
does the California Green Building 
Standards Code (CALGreen), though 
its stipulations vary by jurisdiction.

Our o�ce, SWA Group in Los Ange-
les, recently completed a CALGreen 
plan-check submission to the City of 
Los Angeles for a mixed-use project 
downtown. The city requires that we 
make sure 25 percent of any sun-
exposed paving material meets or 
exceeds an SRI value greater than 
0.29. The total area of exposed pav-
ing under consideration is 131,000 
square feet; the area needed to qual-
ify for the SRI requirement is about 
33,000 square feet.

To design to such a requirement, you 
must identify the total square footage 
of paving surface that can be consid-
ered subject to SRI review (gener-
ally, any exposed surface not under 
architectural cover). Next, calculate 
the total paving square footage with 
a value of 0.29 or greater. Divide that 
number by total paving square foot-
age for the percentage of the paving 
that meets or exceeds a value of 0.29. 

We began identifying the contribut-
ing spaces through the use of dia-
grams. Hatches on the diagrams 
identified areas that consisted of 

ABOVE 
This complex paving 
design by SWA Group 
has light-colored 
pavers that reflect 
su�cient amounts of 
solar heat under L.A. 
city code and dark-
colored ones that don’t.

TAME 
THE SUN
HOW TO SPECIFY COMPLEX 
PAVING PATTERNS TO 
DEFLECT URBAN HEAT 
FROM SOLAR EXPOSURE.
BY TRENT OKUMURA, ASLA, AND MICHAEL TODORAN

FOREGROUND / MATERIALS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE MAGAZINE

Authored by:
MichaelTodoran
& Trent Okumura
SWA GROUP

JUNE 2017

Published Article
ASLA Landscape Architecture Magazine

Tame the Sun:
How To Specify Complex Paving Patterns to Deflect Urban Heat From Solar Exposure
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Producer: Michael Todoran
Client: Studio-MLA
Subject: Sofi Stadium
Run Length: 44 minutes
Inglewood, CA

Producer: Michael Todoran
Client: C2 Collaborative
Subject: Playa Vista
Run Length: 20 minutes
Playa Vista, CA

Producer: Michael Todoran
Client: The Landscape Architecture Podcast 
Subject: Climate Crisis
Run Length: 17 minutes
Filmed at ASLA Convention 2018
Philadelphia, PA

Producer: Michael Todoran
Client: The Landscape Architecture Podcast
Subject: Proactive Practice in Larch.
Run Length: 79 minutes
Venice, CA

Producer: Michael Todoran
Full Feature Documentary: “SUPERFISKY”

Currently Status: Post Production
Run Length: TBD
Los Angeles River

Proactive
Practice

Climate
Crisis

C2
Collaborative

SoFi
Stadium



Producer: Michael Todoran
Full Feature Documentary: “SUPERFISKY”

Currently Status: Post Production
Run Length: TBD
Los Angeles River



DEVLIN DRIVE

Irrigation Plan
• Coordinate drawings with development company
• Coordinate deposit and final payment with development company
• Site visit to verify point of connection
• Determine water pressure from Los Angeles Department of Water & Power
• Research equipment and apply to design
• Use triangulation methodology to irrigate turf
• Coordinate point of connection to cisterns with Civil Engineer
• Calculate gallons per minute for each valve
• Submit plan to Gabrielle Fladd for review and apply her red lines
• Draft and submit design to client

Lead Designer
Michael Todoran



Custom Water Feature
SWA Group

China

Construction Details: Michael Todoran
Project Manager: Vicki Li
SWA Group Los Angeles

China



Photographer: Michael Todoran
Client: Studio-MLA
Ishihara Park
Los Angeles, CA

Photographer: Michael Todoran
Client: LRM Landscape Architecture
C3 Creative Offices
Culver City, CA

Photographer: Michael Todoran
Client: Lifescapes International

The Grove
Los Angeles, CA

Photographer: Michael Todoran
Client: SWA Group Los Angeles

Milton Park
Culver City, CA



Drone Photographer: Michael Todoran
Client: Cal Poly Pomona
Tongva Park
Santa Monica, CA

Drone Photographer: Michael Todoran
Client: Bockholt Landscape Architecture
Park City, UT

Drone Photographer: Michael Todoran
Client: Bockholt Landscape Architecture

Park City, UT

Drone Photographer: Michael Todoran
Client: Bockholt Landscape Architecture

Park City, UT



 My thesis is to demonstrate the potential of 
public spaces as opportunities to create an inclusive 
environment to the skateboarding community for the 
betterment.

NYsk8
Flexible Skate Plaza

Methodology / Design Process

• synthesize literature review
• diagram existing successful skate parks and it’s 

relationship to the landscape
• began sketching initial concepts with attempts at 

incorporating flexibility
• critique of concepts: scale issues, problematic 

circulation, weak application of flexible program
• acquire construction documents of existing skate 

parks and identify spatial relationships from the 
detail level

• consciously abandon the flexible program and focus 
strictly on formal elements

• revisit precedents that exemplify progressive attitudes
• articulate the significance of what makes popular 

unintended spaces desirable
• acknowledge spaces that offer shifts in perspective
• identify outliers

FLEXIBLE SKATE PLAZAS

   By

   MICHAEL TRAJAN TODORAN
Master in Landscape Architecture 

The Ohio State University

  Columbus, Ohio

   2012

JASON KENTNER

JESUS J. LARA, PhD

JEFF PONGONIS

   MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

May / 30 / 2012 



FINE ART

Violin Deck
Limited Edition of 25
Media

•  Canadian Maple Wood Decks
Tools

•  Band saw
•  Scroll Saw
•  Drill Press
•  Oscillating Spindle Sander



Thank you for your consideration

Michael  Trajan Todoran 
Salt Lake City, Utah USA

+1(702) 237-0785
michael.t.todoran@gmail.com
http://www.trajanphotography.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/todoran/

Lead Designer: Michael Todoran
Freelance Client
Private Residence
Venice, CA


